
6.3 Adding & Subtracting Rational Expressions Part 1 
 

 When adding or subtracting fractions or rational expressions, we need a common ___________________. 
 
 Recall Fractions:   

    
2 5

3 3
        

3 2

4 3
  

  
 
 
 
 Example: Adding or Subtracting Rational Expressions  
 

  a) 
2 1a a

c c


           b) 

2 8

4 4

x

x x


           

     
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 

    c) 

2 3 10

2 2 2

x x

x x x
 

         d) 2

2 4x

xy x
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice: p 336 # 1cde, 3a, 5bcd 


